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NORTHUP POLICE DEPARTMENT
226 Peachtree St. Northup, GA 30159

FULL RECORDED INTERVIEW - Arthur William Hodges
CASE NUMBER: C4-10261995

Date: 10/27/1995 Conducted by: Det. Karl Gaynor - Northup Police
Time: 3:23 P.M. Department

Location: Northup Police Department

226 Peachtree St. - Interview Room A Transcribed by: Emily McGuire

Northup, GA 30159
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Detective: Please state your full name for the record.
Professor Hodges: Professor Arthur William Hodges.
Detective: And you teach at Tubman?
Professor Hodges: With concentrations in both architectural history and the Civil War.
Detective: Professor Hodges, how did you know Max Cahill?
Professor Hodges: He was the newly-appointed dean of the history department at Tubman. He also taught a
couple of classes for our department.
Detective: How long have you known him?
Professor Hodges: 14 years. He was one of my students and had only been dean a couple of months—a,
position I was in line for-but favoritism is prevalent at Tubman.
Detective: How’s that?
Professor Hodges: Max was one of those young prodigies, and the president of the college—who’s still the
president—was so utterly impressed he took Max under his wing, becoming a father figure to him. And so
here we are—or were, rather—with a 9-year-old dean, still wet behind the ears, who never worked at
Tubman a day in his life until becoming dean.
Detective: Do I sense a hint of resentment, Professor?
Professor Hodges: (Laughs) How very astute of you to pick up on that. That position had been all but
guaranteed to me. Then Max showed interest in returning to his alma, mater, and like I said, here we are.
Detective: Aside from that, did you have a good working relationship?
Professor Hodges: I'm the ultimate professional, so I was perfectly cordial. Despite the fact that Max Cahill
was still the pretentious little snot he’d always been.
Detective: Can you elaborate on that?
Professor Hodges: Max loved to one-up people. Especially me. When he was 16, he openly challenged a
point T was teaching concerning the Underground Railroad. He had no business doing that.
Detective: Was he right?
Professor Hodges: Excuse me?
Detective: Max’s point—was it right.
Professor Hodges: Sometimes even experts don’t have all the facts. S0, as it happened, on this one
particular point—mind you it was just this one point, he had somehow gotten ahold of information I wasn’t
yet privy to.
Detective: I take it that must’ve really gotten under your skin?
Professor Hodges: If it had been handled privately it wouldn’t have, but he had to run to the president with
it who backed him 100% before the point was even proven. Once it was proven, word spread throughout the
school like wildfire, and I was made the laughing stock! Please forgive me for speaking i1l of the dead, but
you asked.
Deteetive: It must've been infuriating to have that pretentious little snot steal the position right out from under you.
He made you the laughing stock of Tubman for the second time!
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Professor Hodges: That's right. It was quite upsetting to say the least.

Detective: And I bet it was so infuriating that you could barely see straight!

Professor Hodges: Detective, I see precisely where you're going with this, and not only is it highly insulting but it’s not
going to work. You are not going to pin this on me. Yes, I despised the little instigator, but that certainly doesn’t mean
I'd stoop to murder!

Detective: But why not? He’d made you the laughing stock twice already. Given his track record, the third, fourth, and
maybe even fifth times were probably just around the corner. You're a distinguished member of the faculty and a noted

historian. You didn’t need that. Plus, that was your job he took. With him out of the way, you could have what you
rightly deserved!

Professor Hodges: These insinuations are preposterous!

Detective: Are they, Professor? Tell me, where were you last night between 8:00 and 8:30%

Professor Hodges: I was supposed to attend an academic banquet in the city where I was scheduled to be a keynote
speaker. But I had to bow out as I got extremely sick at work that afternoon.

Detective: How sick—a case of the sniffles?

Professor Hodges: Do not condescend to me. If you must know, I became violently ill shortly before we were to leave. I
vomited at work.

Detective: Any witnesses?

Professor Hodges: Indeed there was... Talk to Professor Eli Davenport, Medieval Folklore. We were having tea together
in his office and I threw up all over him. Now if you don’t have any other questions, I have things I need to attend to.

Detective: Bear with me Professor, just a moment more. By the way, you seem fine now—must’ve recovered quickly.
What time did you leave work?

Professor Hodges: I believe it was right around 4 in the afternoon.

Detective: So did you puke your guts out at home as well?

Professor Hodges: Yes, I was extraordinarily ill for some time.

Detective: Sounded serious. Did you call the doctor?

Professor Hodges: No. but I spent the rest of the night in bed.

Detective: Did Mrs. Hodges make you any chicken soup?

Professor Hodges: Mrs. Hodges and I have been divorced for 13 years. I live by myself.

Detective: Did you sleep straight through till morning?

Professor Hodges: I don’t see what this has to do with anything, but no, I didn’t. I woke several times to vomit. The

first time was around 8:00pm. I had some ginger tea to help settle my stomach and watched Murder She Wrote. I can
even tell you who did it, if you'd like to know that too.

Detective: No need. I'm a huge fan. I would've watched it too but it was a re-run.
Professor Hodges: Wish I could say I was able to sleep it off but I was back and forth from the bedroom to the
bathroom all night. I even vomited a few times this morning and I'm still not feeling well right now. I have several other

thingds that are more important to me than talking to you about Max Cahill. Are you finished?
Detective: For now.

***************************ENDOFINTERVIEW***************************



