Student blames residents
for death of_ hear cub

BY LAURA STRADIOTTO
The Sudbury Star

Stupidity kills.

That's the way Jennifer
Crawford sees it. A bear cub
first poked his head in a
at the

The bear became accus-
tomed to people — even eat-
In; food out of their hands.

It was not afraid of
humans at all,” said Craw-
ford, a Laurentian University
student who hopes to
become a veterinarian.

“A lot of bears stay out of
the way. This one would just
sltmg look

| It was shot

& dead after it
approached
some

Crawford has a hand-
made sign on Highway 535
that : To all those who

fed the young bear: congratu-
lations, it's now been shot
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The bear wouldn't have
stuck around the area if it
didn’t have a constant food
source, she said.

Crawford said she called
the Ministry of Natural
Resources to report the bear
June 1. She feared the bear
was too with

it was only a mat-

ter of time before something

ha She said it wasn't

until June 6 when officials set

a trap at the entrance of a
trailer

The next day, the bear

made its last contact with
humans.

“One of my concerns was it
would start coming into the
gﬁp for food,” said Craw-

“It did and it wasn't going
into the trap. The campers
tried to scare it away” by

Instead of retreating, the
bear continued to advance
towards a group of frightened

resident called the MNR a
month prior to the incident
to report the bear sighting.

Bruce Richard, information
with

ent supervisor
MNR Sudbury, didn’t know -

about the incident and could-
n’t comment specifically on

it.

But feeding a bear creates
an unsafe environment, he
Spsacent o6 oo uutlieg

t on an
food su and as a result,
will not

own.
Richard couldn’t say why
the trap was set days after a
complaint was received, but
setting a bear trap
is not as easy as setting a
mouse trap.
Bear technicians have to

to cope on its

assess the area first, he said.
“There are a cou
have to
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